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afford to watch with philosophic calmness these exasperating
criminal assaults upon inoffensive people although they are volun-
teers and have, therefore, undertaken to suffer.

The shooting of a Mussulman youth by a European "youth53
(are European youths armed ?) for the crime of wearing or selling
(whichever it was) a khadi cap, cannot be passed by in silence.
We must avenge the wrong if necessary by inviting the shooting on
our own heads.

The Government want to goad us into violence or abject
submission. We must do neither. We must retort by such civil
disobedience as would compel shooting.

They want civil war. We must not play into their hands.
Here is what I call open canvassing for civil war. The Magistrate
of Aligarh is responsible for the following circular1 to the raises2
of the Aligarh District:

As you are doubtless aware the Khilafat and Congress Volunteers
have been declared by the Local Government to be illegal associations
and orders have been received for their suppressions. . . .

The number of police at my disposal is limited and I am very reluc-
tant to ask for military assistance. . . .

I am, therefore, writing to a number of the leading raises and
gentlemen of the District to ask for their assistance. . . .1 would ask you
kindly to select 50 of your retainers and tenants, stout able-bodied men,
whom you could send in, on receiving a message that they are required
for enrolment as special police.

A present it is only necessary that selection of the men should be
made and list prepared of their names and residence. . . .

We must refuse the bait by letting the gullible raises do as they
like. We must seek only such forms of civil disobedience as would
prevent any clash with our own people, whether turned into civil
guard or still laymen. Given unflinching courage and preservation
of complete non-violence, the fight can be brought to a victorious
end inside of a month. May God grant India light and courage.

I had hoped that the pledge to face death was a distant
event. Evidently God wills that we must be tested thoroughly
and well. In His name was the battle begun. He must give us
the strength to go through it.

Toung India, 12-1-1922

1  Only excerpts reproduced here
2 Men of property